PREFACE

My Literary Voyage

The woman of this country is bound in slavery by the chains
forged by men and is caught in the death-trap of religion, thanks
to lack of education and knowledge. She is being ground to earth
and oppressed. Deprived of economic freedom due to her ever being
a ward, she is being subjected to social exportation on account of
the existence of double morality. Do you deny that she is an
unfortunate being? If you say no, what is to be done to improve
her situation? That is why, for the progress of society, for ushering
in just and equal society, for the freedom and right to equality of
women, I am of the view that writing about them and for them is
my duty. The longing to serve the womankind by attacking the vicious
social customs and burning the abominable atrocities against women
with the fire of my literary twigs has inspired me; it has moved me
to write. My anguish is to bring out into the open the defects in
the social system, the obnoxious customs and practices meant for
oppressing women and to point out the utter confusion that prevails
in the woman's world. My objective is to expose the dirt, murkiness
and immorality in the society so that a blow may be struck in favour
of women's freedom and her right to equality. In fact a woman's
life is a vicious circle. Each problem of hers can be the subject-
matter of an article or a story or a novel. Some content themselves
.with posing the problem and leaving the solution to be worked out
by the readers. Yet others choose to show the way out for the
solution of the problem/ It is just not enough to describe the
symptoms of the disease; the true doctor is one who can find out
the real cause of the disease and nurse the patient back to health.
Similarly, the writer with creativity, realistic appreciation, social
consciousness and capacity for critical assessment can alone explore
the secrets and bring out the truths of life. The intense desire to
expose the deplorable condition of woman in'all fields of life-social,
economic, political, cultural and moral - to the public gaxe, to examine
it with an integral view and suggest to the readers solutions to the
women's problems has enthused me to undertake this literary
venture. This is the basis of mv Bterarv vovaae.